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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an 
independent social sciences and humanities institute 
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking 
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals 
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs. 
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent 
research, developing criticism and tools to advance 
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both 
Arab and international research centers. 


The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism 
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab 
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter 
based on the understanding that development cannot 
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the 
development of any society remains impossible if pursued 
without an awareness of its historical and cultural 
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with 
other cultures. 


The Center works therefore to promote systematic 
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to 
understanding issues of society and state, through the 
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line 
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic 
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to 
producing research papers, studies and reports, the 
center conducts specialized programs and convenes 
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars 
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion. 
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many 
publications are available in both Arabic and English to 
reach a wider audience. 


The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010 
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three 
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and 
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic 
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS 
employs resident researchers and administrative staff 
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering 
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research. 
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct 
research projects. 


Through these endeavours the Center contributes to 
directing the regional research agenda towards the main 
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and 
citizen today. 
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This special issue focuses on academic discussions in the field of water cooperation and 
diplomacy, which have garnered increased attention in recent decades due to growing 
threats to the use of shared water resources. The contributions in this special issue aim 
to understand the challenges of transboundary water cooperation and its prospects 
in the Arab region. The materials illustrate how water cooperation in the Arab region 
is essential, necessitating more engaged strategies in water diplomacy and regional 
collaboration. Arab countries have recently been affected by external dominance 
policies imposed by neighbouring countries regarding water, often struggling to find 
appropriate responses. The evolution of international water law has not been sufficient 
to effectively resolve conflicts between countries. However, this issue also highlights 
that water diplomacy alone is insufficient to address the multifaceted water issues in 
the region. Many of these problems stem from decades of failure to develop sustainable 
water management at the local Level. 


Keywords: Water Cooperation, Water Diplomacy, Transboundary Water, Arab World. 
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An increasing number of countries are turning to the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) to resolve their water disputes. This is a positive development, as it allows 
the court to establish and improve standards for the use of waterways and help 
resolve conflicts related to water. The court's decisions reflect the tension between 
sovereignty and international law. Some decisions prioritize sovereignty and treaties, 
while others give more weight to moral principles and social theories. However, the 
court chose not to address water as a human right. This paper focuses on the ICJ"s 
role in developing a body of international water law and argues that the court still 
values sovereignty in its interpretation of laws, which often limits protections for the 
rights of non-state groups. 


| 4 | 4 Keywords: Water Resources, International Court of Justice, International Water Law, 
Water Conflict. 
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57 United Nations, General Assembly, Resolution Adopted by the General 
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Resources (A/RES/73/255), 15 January 2019. 
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The Iraqi - Syrian - Turkish Conflict Over the Tigris and Euphrates 
Waters: À Geopolitical Reading 
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The paper studies theIraqi-Syrian-Turkish conflict over the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 
from a geopolitical perspective. It argues that this conflict has historical and political 
roots, not solely tied to the natural availability of water in the Tigris and Euphrates, 
but rather connected to the policies of different parties in managing water resources. 
The paper includes three essential elements. The first examines the geographical and 
hydrological characteristics of the Tigris and Euphrates. The second explores the 
political and academic discourse in the 1990s regarding the “water war” theory. The 
third and final element analysed the characteristics of the new conditions that have 
distinguished the three countries since the beginning ofthis century, imposing on Syria 
and Iraq the need to devise a new vision for managing their available water resources. 
The research concludes with the inevitability of negotiation for the joint management 
of the Tigris and Euphrates water resources as it is not in Turkey's interest to ignore 
the interests of downstream countries. Moreover, Syria and Iraq cannot achieve any 
results without negotiation and water diplomacy. 
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Transboundary rivers have been a source of increasing disputes due to growing populations and 
economies, as well as the consequences of environmental change. With the increase in river flow 
utilization, concerns about potential violent interstate conflicts have arisen in public debates. However, 
academic literature argues for more nuanced and evidence-based views of transboundary water 
conflicts and proposes problem-solving tools based on water diplomacy and cooperation. Using the 
Eastern Nile conflict as a case study, this paper identifies eight common misconceptions regarding the 
conflict surrounding the construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). The paper 
contextualizes the GERD conflict within the broader transformation of river utilization towards greater 
competition for water use. The ongoing Eastern Nile conflict goes beyond technical affairs related to the 
dam operations and involves broader issues of rights to water use, national development, and climate 
variability and change. It is also embedded in complex regional hydro-politics that involves new actors. 
Recent academic evidence shows that Eastern Nile riparian countries (Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia) 
face unique negotiating realities and diverse environmental impacts as a result of the GERD conflict. 
The Eastern Nile conflict presents an opportunity to facilitate benefit-sharing in the Nile Basin. Water 
cooperation remains the only realistic option to resolve transboundary water conflicts in the region. 


| 4 | 4 Keywords: Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, Eastern Nile, Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, Water Diplomacy, 
Trans-boundary Water Conflicts. 
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Many parts of the world are grappling with a crisis of freshwater, a major factor 
constraining development, particularly amid conflicts fuelled by the scarcity of 
sustainable and renewable water resources. This study focuses on Egypt, where most 
of the population lives just a few kilometres from the Nile, relying directly on the river 
for agriculture, fishing, and hydropower generation. Despite being a downstream 
country, Egypt faces significant water scarcity. The construction ofthe Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam has escalated tensions between Ethiopia, upstream and Egypt, 
which considers the dam's impact on freshwater scarcity a threat. This study examines 
R € freshwater in Egypt, analyses the challenges, and evaluates the official response. 


Keywords: Egypt, Ethiopia, The Nile, Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. 
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This study addresses the vital importance of the Litani River in Lebanon and tackles 
the environmental challenges resulting from severe pollution in the river, where 
approximately 40 million cubic meters of untreated sewage are dumped annually. The 
study argues that political fragility and inadequate governmental response in Lebanon, 
along with the sectarian system, civil war, and extreme poverty, have contributed to 
the failure to resolve Lebanon's water crisis. The study emphasizes the urgent need 
for sustainable development and balanced reconstruction in Lebanon, through the 
implementation of integrated solutions and effective governance of water and land. 
The study highlights the importance of efficiency in using natural resources and the 
adoption of innovative technologies to build resilience against climate change, such as 
remote sensing services, improving rainwater collection, and enhancing soil moisture. 
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editor), neither the editors, nor the peer-reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third 
parties, including the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and 
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7. The journal remains committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading and 


online publishing service. 


8. Fairness: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual and scientific 


merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or political views of the authors. 
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electronic form, or submitted to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will 


be considered for publication. 


Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in both Arabic 


and English. 
All submissions must include the following elements: 
a. A title in both Arabic and English together with the author's institutional affiliation. 
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c. The research paper must include the following: a specification of the research problematic; an 
explanation of the significance of the topic; specification of thesis or arguments; review of literature 
emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous analysis; description of research methodology; 


hypothesis and conceptual framework; bibliography. 


d. AIl research papers submitted for consideration must include a complete bibliography covering 
all references, regardless of whether or not these appear in the footnotes. References must be cited in 
the original language in which the source was written. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines 
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a complete guide 


to the reference style used across all of our journals). 


e. Research papers must normally be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive of references, 
charts and tables, and appendices. The editors reserve the right to publish articles of longer length 


in exceptional circumstances. 


f. AI diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format compatible with either 
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alongside high resolution images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from 


which they were produced. 
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Siyasat Arabiya is a bi-monthly peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center for 


Research and Policy Studies (ISSN 2307-1583) dedicated to political science, international relations, 
strategic affairs and public policy. First published in March 2013, the journal is overseen by an academic 


editorial board and an actively engaged board of international advisers. 


Contributions in Siyasat Arabiya are drawn from all fields of political science including international 
relations, comparative politics, and national, regional, and international institutional systems. The 
journal publishes critical insights into the operation of political systems, the behavior of governments 
and political parties as well as the trends in civil society and social and political participation more 
broadly. This is complemented with publications covering public opinion, issues of migration and 
forced migration, war, civil war, conflict and human rights issues. Particular attention is paid to the 
present-day political transition in the Arab world, especially democratization at all political levels and 


its legal-constitutional and institutional aspects. 


In addition to the editorial and advisory boards, the journal relies on two units active within the Arab 
Center of Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS): the Policy Analysis Unit and the Arab Opinion Index, 
which produces an annual report on public opinion across the Arab world. The journal's work is also 
closely linked to the political science program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the 


Program for the Study of Arab Democratization within the ACRPS. 


Publication in Siyasat Arabiya is governed by a strict code of ethics guiding the relationship between 
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contributors the journal was recently (Spring, 2016) restructured to bring it in line with international 
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Invitation to submit papers 


The editors of Siyasat Arabia invite scholars to submit papers for consideration in future editions of 
the journal. Siyasat Arabia, published bi-monthly in Arabic, covers the range of specialisms within 
political science and strategic studies, including international relations, geopolitics and geostrategic 
studies. The journal also carries critical, incisive essays and book reviews as well as primary source 
materials. All submitted manuscripts will be subject to the same rigorous peer review process. The 


journal aims to further and deepen debate around these topics for diverse audiences of professional 


scholars and non-specialists alike while continuing to uphold its high academic standards. 
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